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Working Committee

Objective
To prevent voluntourism and create a space for pharmacy staff to share experiences, resources and advice in aid and volunteering. 

Pharmacists Prioritising People in Poverty: Development of the 
SHPA Aid and Volunteering Special Interest Group 

Princess Alexandra Hospital

Discussion
Aid and volunteering have the potential to create lasting change when done well with careful 
consideration. It is imperative to learn from others, leaning on their knowledge and experience to 
maximise the impact on global poverty. 

Whether you’re an old hand at aid and volunteering or a new enthusiast, we want to hear from you! 
Lets learn from each other and create a community of practice - GET INVOLVED, SCAN QR CODE! 

Background
As pharmacists, we often share a common attribute of “care-
giver” and eagerly seek opportunities to help others in need. 
However, aid and volunteering need careful consideration. 
Voluntourism, where unprepared travellers conduct charity 
works, can have harmful effects. Therefore, collaboration is 
imperative to ensure sustainability and ultimately enable a 
greater impact in the sheer extent of global poverty. 

Action
A working committee was established, and with guidance from federal staff of the Society of Hospital Pharmacists Australia (SHPA), a 
proposal was provided to SHPA for consideration of a new specialty practice stream. An expression of interest was advertised to members 
and resulted in the development of a new special interest group (SIG). 

Proposal to SHPA Expression of Interest Development of SIG

Advertising &  Recruitment to SIG

Evaluation 
This group has grown from 27 to 97 SHPA members with an online discussion forum currently exceeding 16 posts. Recent accomplishments to 
highlight include a published manuscript as well as fundraiser for the Kingdom of Tonga after devastating natural disasters. 
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Interested in Joining?

‘Get involved 
with those in 

your local 
postcode’

‘Don’t expect to 
see an industrial 

revolution 
overnight’

‘Learn from 
others before 
you go, rather 
than when you 

return’

‘It may be 
good to dig a 
well, but are 
you any good 
at digging a 

well?’
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