
Background
In 2014-15, Australia spent $161.6 billion on healthcare in which 
pharmaceuticals and hospitals were responsible for 63% of the 
country’s total carbon emissions.1 Sustainable strategies should be 
considered to minimise the environmental impact whilst keeping up with 
the growing demand for healthcare. The pharmacy sector will be an 
ideal contributor towards a more sustainable healthcare industry due to 
a large portion of a hospital’s carbon footprint linked to the use of 
medications and devices.2

Methods

A digital survey was sent to all 329 hospitals. The survey 
included a multiple choice section with 19 sustainable 
strategies and a free-text section for additional activities to  
be submitted.
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Conclusion
Pharmacy departments can play a significant role              
in preventing environmental damage and economic waste 
by optimising use of resources. Sharing these strategies 
will raise awareness and encourage more active 
participation in sustainable pharmacy practices. 

The quantified results do not represent the significance of 
sustainability in the hospital pharmacy. Differences amongst each 
pharmacy department i.e. variables in department size, location and 
legislation should be considered.4
Strategies entered in the free-text section also explored how different 
multi-stakeholders (including health authorities, distributors, 
pharmacists, and patients) were involved.

Discussion
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Figure 1: Respondents by state

Figure 3: Summary of other sustainable strategies

Other sustainable strategies
An additional 69 sustainable strategies were entered in the free-text 
section and are summarised in Figure 3 below.
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Results
A total 98 Australian hospital pharmacy departments responded. 
Figure 1 depicts response by state.

Figure 2: Bins at The Royal Women’s Hospital 
Pharmacy Department 

The Top 3 sustainable strategies from multiple choice across           
hospital pharmacies were:

1. Cardboard and paper (mixed) recycling bins (Figure 2)
2. Use of pharmaceutical bins for all pharmaceutical waste          

(i.e. No disposal in sinks) (Figure 2)
3. Battery / electronics / printer toner recycling bin

State VIC NSW QLD SA WA NT ACT TAS

Responses 39 29 13 6 6 3 2 0 98

To identify various sustainable strategies implemented in hospital 
pharmacy departments across Australia.
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