
Results
In October 2021 the general 
population vaccination rate in the 
area was >90% first dose and the 
vaccination rate of admissions in our 
hospital was 70%.

We provided 148 vaccinations as part 
of the first phase of our vaccination 
roll out. And by the completion of this 
first phase in December we had 100%
of our rehab patients fully vaccinated
as well as an average of >90% of acute 
inpatients with at least their first dose 
of vaccine.

Background
The efficacy of the COVID-19 
vaccine in preventing infection and 
reducing risk of serious illness is 
well documented. 

Psychiatric patients are some of the 
most vulnerable to serious illness
from COVID-19 and have the most 
potential challenges to access
available vaccinations. Vaccinating
inpatients protects our patients, staff 
and communities

Discussion
Vaccinating people with psychiatric
disorders, especially severe mental 
illness, should be prioritised.

It is important to acknowledge the 
increased burdens of disease and 
lower vaccination rates in Aboriginal 
patients.

Rates of chronic conditions, such as 
diabetes and hypertension are higher
among Aboriginal compared to non-
Indigenous Australians, increasing risk
of COVID-19 severity and fatality.

Given 11% of people in our local 
health district identify as Aboriginal or 
Torres Strait Islander, mass 
vaccination is essential in improving 
outcomes for our patients.

Aim
We created a protocol for inpatient 
vaccination, organised a team for 
booking, consenting and 
administration of vaccinations and 
implemented the program 
systematically within our hospital to 
improve vaccination rates in our 
vulnerable population.
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Method

Local operating protocol 
developed for identification, 

consenting, booking 
and administration of 

COVID vaccinations was 
written and approved

An open access
'living' list was
created including patient
vaccination
Status, risk
factors and priority.

Patients were booked, vaccinated and 
followed up if with, if still inpatients, 
for subsequent doses and/or booked 
in for outpatient appointments on 
discharge.
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